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the oblong windows of most Indian houses, with
slatted wooden shutters* The house was too high
for the garden and the porch too large for the
house, an immense porch with fluted columns and
a sweep of marble steps. From the vestibule the
staircase rose in a spiral, the stairs seen from be-
neath were like the sticks of a fan, spreading up
one above the other to the second floor, and in the
centre of the ground-floor vestibule was a shallow
basin, carved with spirals and flowers of white
marble that had once been a fountain, Mr. deSouza
had sold the central figure, but the basin was fixed
to the floor, and it was so wide that it could hardly
have been taken out through the doors; it was
used for rubbish and litter, the servants spat in It
and the washermen rested their bundles on it
before they climbed the stairs.
All up the stairs were niches? and on the land-
Ings the doors were high and of fine-grained wood,
but the tenants had painted them In various
colours and fastened their name plates into the
wood; the names changed so often that the doors
were riddled with screw holes. On every landing
the servants congregated, squatting and talking or
playing cards.
The rooms were built in suites, large and small
rooms leading from one another; they were high
and spaced, some with floors of fitted wood, some
chequered in marble, their ceilings were moulded
with grapes and scrolls and wreaths on ribbons,
The walls were papered, except where the tenants
had asked for them to be colourwashed over; the